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“Are we there yet?”

Aside from being the phrase of choice by children on a car ride, “Are we there yet?” can
start an important discussion. Have we achieved our goals? What is our objective? What are we
here to accomplish? This month, I’d like to explore those questions with you.

The first observation is that the normal thing for any church to do is to count the easily
countable: How many people are on the rolls? How much money do they give? How big is our
facility, and how much of it is paid off? We report these numbers nearly every Sunday, and at
least twice a year to the Conference. You can look up these numbers on every United Methodist
church in the world if you know where to look. Buildings, attendance, and finance are important
measures to consider, but I think they’re becoming less important as time goes on. Churches
and social groups generally have been on the wane since 2000, particularly when it comes to
younger people. So, it might be more important to ask, “What is the age break-down of our
church, and has it changed?” We might also ask, “How much does our church look like our
community in terms of ages, income, race, etc.?” for signs to see if we are reaching the potential
of the neighborhood.

And in terms of building and finances, there may be more important questions than how
much we take in and how big our facility is. For instance, I think it’s just as important to notice
if we have kept our facilities in shape as it is to ask how big they are. In the same way, it’s just
as important to ask how much of our income goes to the mission of making disciples as it is
how big the budget is. These questions expose our priorities and reality more than the basic
numerical break down can.

More to the point, I am beginning to believe that there is a whole array of crucial
questions that are more important than building size, attendance, and budget: Are we
developing leaders? Are we incorporating new people and new ideas into our ministries? Are
we making space for new generations and new ideas of church? And lest we forget what it’s all
about — are we focusing our efforts on helping people follow Jesus in their daily lives? Or even,
are our people becoming more winsome and bold?

As much as I’d like to say our report card is great, you and I know that while some areas
have never been better, such as developing leadership and helping people follow Jesus daily,
other areas, such as reflecting the community and reaching younger people have declined.
However, as we look at the report card, | urge us all not to despair or beat ourselves up. We are
living in a new normal. Things have been changing and they will continue to change, for better
and for worse. Now is not the time to go into crisis mode, but it is the time to ask the crucial
questions and take a good hard look at how we can work with Jesus to change the course of our
church so we can not only continue to make gains in developing leadership and making stronger
disciples, but also in reaching out and being a vital participant in our neighborhoods. The
answers are not easy, but they are simple. After all, it's a matter of loving God and our neighbor
while taking care of ourselves.

Are we there yet? No. Are we on the way? | believe so. When will we arrive? When Jesus
returns. Until then, we keep on asking questions and seeking to love and serve more nearly,
clearly, and dearly

Your fellow servant in Christ Jesus,
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FUMC-FH
LEADERSHIP

SENIOR PASTOR:

Brian Sixbey, Ext 11,

374-3836,
PastorBrian@firstumcfoxhill.org

ASSISTANT PASTOR:

Tommy Markham,

646-5901, Ext 15
pastortommy@firstumcfoxhill.com

YOUTH DIRECTOR:
Josh McNutt, Ext 14
jmmenutt. VA@gmail.com

MUSIC DIRECTOR/
ORGANIST:

Mark Biondolillo, Ext.13
musicianmark@firstumcfoxhilll.org

ACCOMPANIST:
Valentina Sorbera, Ext. 13

TREASURER:
Joyce Fly, Ext 16
finance@firstumcfoxhill.org

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT:

Colette Quinn, Ext. 10

(757) 851-6302
churchoffice@firstumcfoxhill.org

LAY LEADER:
Phil Stout,
phil.stout.w@gamil.com

NURSERY ATTENDANT:
Jessica Burns,
Mommypreston14@gmail.com

ASSISTANT NURSERY
ATTENDANT:

Brandi Ammons,
Brandibeeme@hotmail.com

SEXTON: Julio Aviles

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday 9-4

Invite a Friend: Please take a Sunday or other occasion to invite a
friend to join with you this season. If you want to be successful, give
them a date, time, and offer to pick them up.

Impact Statement: Since last month, we have helped 3 families
through the Discretionary Fund — housing is the major issue that has
been coming up. We welcomed 288 people to worship with us for
Easter, and we now have several interested in joining the church, which
will probably happen soon. While we are still struggling to connect with
families with children, but we are working on several angles to enable
this to happen more often. Finally, we are again reminded that what
makes the biggest difference is not always the numbers we count, but
the lives we touch — and we are touching lives in ways that enrich them,
bless them, and offer them life in Jesus’ name.

Bible Studies: In addition to our ongoing Sunday school classes, Pastor
Brian will be continuing the Monday (12:30-2:00pm) and Thursday
(6:30-8:00pm) Bible study classes. We will be picking back up with the
chronological readings of the Bible. You are welcome to join at any
time — no prior knowledge needed. No questions are too dumb, simple,
or complicated. Bring yourself and a Bible and join in when you feel
comfortable.

Invitation weeks: To aid you in inviting someone to worship with you,
we have set aside several special Sundays this year, two a month. For
each service, we will talk about the contribution these people make to
our lives and have a time of prayer for them. Here are the ones coming
up: May 13: Mothers (of course!). May 27: Memorial Day (Memorial
Day is to recognize those who gave their life in military service, but you
are welcome to invite active duty and retired military to be part of the
remembrance). June 10: Graduation Sunday. June 24: Deaf-Blindness
Awareness. There are business cards with these dates on them in the
Narthex and spread throughout the church.

If your religion doesn’t have what is
satisfying within it, you might want
to put a little more prayer and Bible
study into your daily life.

FROM THE
CHURCH
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JOYS & GRATITUDES PRAYER CONCERNS

Tom Sixbey
Thankful for answered prayers! Laura Scott
Joan Moriarity
A new piano bench was purchased with Betsy Castanien
donations made to the Music Ministry in Sarah Sudduth
memory of Peggy Porter. It was delivered to Betty Brown
the church on Friday April 6, 2015. Guy Ragan

Chris Foster
Claudia Caricofe
Nancy Forrest
Jack Clough
Howard Hogge
Ann Wilson
Donna Spencer
Wendy Browning Rose
Lee Hurd
Patricia Hayden
Holly Blackmon

http://www.nationaldayofprayer.org/theme_and_verse

« PRAY (< AERICA & National Day of Prayer 2018

UNITY The National Day of Prayer was created in 1952 by a joint
resolution of Congress, and signed into law by President Harry
- S. Truman. In 1988, the law was unanimously amended by both
o T '_"_' ' the House and the Senate and signed into law by President
MAY 3, 2018 - Ronald Reagan on Thursday, May 5, 1988, designating the first
ATRAVRDNITS Thursday of May as a day of national prayer. Every president

NATIONAL DAY OF FRAYER } 4 ) A
since 1952 has signed a National Day of Prayer proclamation.

EPHESIANS 4:3

Prayer brings people together. Prayer builds bridges between opposing persons and even political parties.
Prayer reminds us that we are created in God's image and He desires for us to represent Him everyw here we
go. Prayer brings UNITY. In 2018, our theme will be Pray for America - UNITY, based upon Ephesians
4:3 which challenges us to mobilize unified public prayer for America, "Making every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.”

Our hope is that individuals, churches, and spiritual leaders in America, will humble ourselves and unify in
prevailing prayer for the next great move of God in America. We can come together in clear agreement that
this is our greatest need. We can become a visible union, standing together in prayer. We can pray more
than ever before, and practice extraordinary prayer for the next great move of God in America that will
catapult the message of the gospel nationally and internationally.

Pray with us. Sponsor an event in your community. Become a volunteer. Order resources to help promote
an event in your area. Support the National Day of Prayer financially. Together, we can mobilize unified
public prayer for America!

"There is no great movement of God that has ever occurred that does not begin with the extraordinary
prayer of God's people.” Dr. Ronnie Floyd



Church Calendar for M A Y

6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop (upstairs classroo
Tues May 1 7pm Boy Scouts
10am Shawl Makers (ESR) 7pm Cub Scouts
6pm Venture Crew (Choir Room) 7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop (upstairs classroom) 7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)
7pm Boy Scouts
7pm Cub Scouts Wed May 9
7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office) Submission deadline for Bulletin
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 9am Clergy C?roup " ;
9:30am Soul Sisters Morning Bible Study
Wed May 2 2pm SAL @ Coliseum Park
Submission deadline for Bulletin 6pm Praise Team Rehearsal
9am Clergy Group 6pm Girl Scout Troop 1071 (SS)
9:30am Soul Sisters Morning Bible Study 7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)
5pm UMM (FH Both Sides) 7pm Chancel Choir
6pm Girl Scout T1071 (SS)
6:30p Karate for Christ Thur May 10
7pm Chancel Choir 5pm Young People Praise Band
7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR) 6:30pm Thurs. Night Life Bible Study
6:30pm Young Adult Thurs Night Life Group
Thur May 3 7pm Thursday Evening Circle (K-stage side)
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER
9am District Clergy Meeting Friday May 11
5pm UMM (FH-bothsides)
5pm Young People Praise Band Sat May 12
6:30pm Thurs. Night Life Bible Study 7am District Prayer Team
6:30pm Young Adult Life Group
e T S Sun May 13 DA~
Friday May 4 I | MOTHER’S DAY 17 )ff
5pm UMM (FH-bothsides) . mm I 8:30am W(;rship (S) Mo”rj 1
[ ikl 9:45am SS/SG R
sat May 5 oy [RUIDYID: 11am Worship () L(f»
7am UMM ANNUAL = | 4:45pm Youth Praise Banc ()
YARD SALE . 3 I 6pm Youth Fellowship .
7am District Prayer Team | ‘%n.d with your Spirit _ 6:30pm Four Corners Bible Study Group (ESR)
Sun May 6 VA s B0 L1 ion May 14
8:30am Worship (S) 12:30pm Daylight Bible Study
9:45am SS/SG 6:15pm Finance Com (ESR)
11am Worship (S) 6:15pm C.A.T. (PP)
4:45 Youth Praise Band (S) 7:30 pm Church Council (Tri-X)
6pm Youth Fellowship
6:30pm Four Corners Bible Study Group (ESR) Tues May 15
8am Facilities Team Breakfast & Work
Mon May 7 10am Shawl Makers (ESR)
12:30pm Daylight Bible Study (Tri-X) 10:30am Staff Meeting
5:30pm MOPS (FH both sides) 6pm Venture Crew (Choir Room)
7 pm Stewardship (PP) 6pm Venture Crew Adult Leaders
6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop (upstairs classroom)
Tues May 8 7pm Boy Scouts
10am Shawl Makers (ESR) 7pm Cub Scouts
10:30am Staff Meeting
6pm Venture Crew (Choir Room)




Tues May 15 (continued)
7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed May 16

Submission deadline for Bulletin

9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Morning Bible Study
6pm Praise Team Rehearsal

6pm Girl Scout Troop 1071 (SS)

7pm Chancel Choir

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thur May 17

5pm Young People Praise Band

6:30pm Thurs. Night Life

6:30pm Young Adult Thurs Night Life Group

Fri May 18

Sat May 19
7am Scout Training (FH both sides)
7am District Prayer Team

Sun May 20

YOUTH SUNDAY

8:30am Worship (S)

9:45am SS/SG

11am Worship (S)

4:45 Youth Praise Band

6pm Youth Fellowship

6:30pm Four Corners Bible Study Group (ESR)

Mon May 21
12:30pm Daylight Bible Study (Tri-X)
6:30 UMM Dinner (FH)

Tues May 22

10am Shawl Makers (ESR)

10:30am Staff Meeting

6pm Venture Crew (Choir Room)

6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop (upstairs classroom)
7pm PPSRC (Tri-x)

7pm Boy Scouts

7pm Cub Scouts

7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed May 23

Submission deadline for Bulletin
9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Morning Bible St
2pm SAL @ Devonshire

6pm Praise Team Rehearsal

6pm Girl Scout Troop 1071 (SS)

7pm Chancel Choir

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thurs May 24

5pm Young People Praise Band

6:30pm Thursday Night Life Bible Study
6:30pm Young Adult Thurs Night Life Group

Fri May 25
4pm Piano Recital Practice

Sat May 26
7am District Prayer Team

Sun May 27

FELLOWSHIP SUNDAY

8:30am Worship (S)

9:45am SS/SG

11am Worship (S)

4:45 Youth Praise Band

6pm Youth Fellowship

6:30pm Four Corners Bible Study Group

Mon May 28
MEMORIAL DAY
Church Office Close s
12:30pm Daylight Bible Study M@W 5

AND

HONOR

Tues May 29

10am Shawl Makers (ESR)
10:30am Staff Meeting (Dunkin Donuts)

6pm Venture Crew (Choir Room)

6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop (upstairs classroom)
7pm Boy Scouts

7pm Cub Scouts

7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed May 30

Submission deadline for Bulletin

9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Morning Bible Study
6pm Praise Team Rehearsal

6pm Girl Scout Troop 1071 (SS)

7pm Chancel Choir

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thur May 31

5pm Young People Praise Band

6:30pm Thurs. Night Life

6:30pm Young Adult Thurs Night Life Group




BIRTHDAYS

Michael Gulla 05/01
Clela Farlee 05/01
Pattty Rochelle 05/01
SaraJean Meacham 05/02
Michael Howard 05/02
Daniel Whelan 05/02
Greg Embler 05/03
Richard Topping 05/03
Selena Landon 05/03
Margaret Lewis 05/03
Bryan Fisher 05/05
Elwin Sanderson 05/05
John Maninga Il 05/05
William Woods 05/05
Cynthia Wright 05/06
Terell Brown 05/06
Lindsay Broich 05/07
Megan Capriotti 05/07
Taron Brown 05/07
Susan Ardern 05/07
Matt Smith 05/07
Barbara Rogers 05/07
Sean Milne 05/08
Elizabeth Hayden 05/08
Vernon Morris 05/09
Jeff Walden 05/09
Anton Kromoff 05/09
Jimmy Roberson 05/09
Shelby Belbin 05/10
Anna Shaffer 05/10
Marc Nadeau 05/10
Ellie Howell 05/10
Katharina 05/10
Palma
Theresa Palma 05/10
Craig Alhouse  05/11
Britt Herncall  05/12
Martha 05/12
Alhouse
Sherrie Kellam 05/12

“. > S QD

Robert
Doggett Jr.
Bob
Richardson
Natalya Delk
James
Stephens

Lily Peretin
Kim Campbell
Joel Carroll
Ryan Williams
Nancy Forrest
Lindsey
Wilson

Tony Spunzo
Jr.

Shi-anna
Brown

Betsy
Castanien
Ethan Chesson
Mackenzie
Stephens
Jamey
Franklin
Peggy Miller
Charlie
Wornom Sr.
Angie
Wornom

Lisa Haight
Casey Peters
Grayson
Barnes

Carrie
Williams
Kenneth W.
Hatchett

Cliff Stanley
Sr.

05/13

05/14

05/14
05/14

05/15
05/15
05/15
05/16
05/17
05/18
05/18
05/19
05/19

05/20
05/20

05/20

05/21
05/23

05/23
05/23
05/23
05/23
05/24
05/24

05/24

David Johnson
Sandra Shearer
Myra Lingle
Brayden Bauer
Oakley Roach
Savvas
Campana
Amy Martone
Chris Weaver
George Palko
Shelby Juneau
Jean
Bernstrom
Karen Carr
Gina Simpson
Aubrey
Bullock
Samantha
Campbell
Anne Ziglar
Joshua Ellis
Katie Johnson
Steve Arbogast
Vince Nicosia
Aya Ridah
Jessica Ellison
Frank Miller
"I

Sandi Hodges
Sharon Kessler
Cyrus Carper
Barbara
Parady

David Porter
Judy Kertesz
Donna Fleenor
Sarah Ridha

05/25
05/25
05/25
05/26
05/26
05/26

05/26
05/27
05/27
05/27
05/27

05/27
05/27
05/28

05/28

05/28
05/28
05/28
05/29
05/29
05/29
05/29
05/29

05/29
05/29
05/29
05/30

05/30
05/30
05/31
05/31

R ——



| ANNIVERSARIES |

Jeff & Laura Sandford  5/2 Ryan & Dawn Eanes 5/15 A.G. & Claudine 5/25
Jack & Sue Morehouse  5/5 Ronald & Sue* Mayo  5/15 Womble

Kevin & Paula 5/5 Dan & Kathy 5/16 Kathy & Greg Fisher ~ 5/26
Malinowski Brookman Tom & Susan Ardern 5/28
Brandon & Kara Gulla  5/5 Greg & Ann Embler 5/17 Thomas & Kara 5/28
Marty & Elizabeth 5/7 Wayne & Rosalinda 5/18 Pingitore

Ridout Veryzer Charles & Theresa 5/31
Lydia & Willie 5/10 Chuck & Pattty 5/20 Embler

Simpson Rochelle Seth & Kerri Black 5/31
Ted & Nancy Rogers 5/12 Lori & Doug Peters 5/23

YOUTH SUNDAY
May 20, 2018
Please mark your calendar to
support our youth as they
lead in both services.

Brian Thomas & Alison 5/13 Donald & Carolyn 524
Eubank Jr. Green
Bill & Barbara Parady  5/14

The United Methodist Numbers Quiz 1 How many United Methodist churches are there around the
world?
A42779 B27,479 C24,779 D To infinity and beyond

2 How may hospitals are in the United States are affiliated with
The United Methodist Church?
A8 B52 C 25 D Not sure

3 In how many countries does The United Methodist Church
have a mission presence?
A 120+ B 75 - 120 C Under75 D Every Country

http://s3.amazonaws.com/Website Properties/wh
at-we-believe/images/Numbers_Quiz/The-

United-Methodist-Numbers-Quiz.pdf 4 WhaF is the ratio_of women to men in The United
ey e iy iy e Methodist Church (in 2016)?
877 VE 8TV SUIMSNY A 42% female, 58% male; B 58% female, 42% male;

C 52% female, 48% male

50 +

Reserve promptly so you won’t miss our Jun 10 trip to The Little Theatre of Norfolk and their Sunday
afternoon performance of A Little Night Music, winner of the 1973 Tony Award for Best Musical; Music and
Lyrics by Stephen Sondheim. Set in 1900 Sweden, the play explores the tangled web of affairs centered around
actress, Desirée Armfeldt, and the men who love her: a lawyer by the name of Fredrik Egerman and the Count
Carl-Magnus Malcom. When the traveling actress performs in Fredrik's town, the estranged lovers' passion
rekindles. This strikes a flurry of jealousy and suspicion between Desirée; Fredrik; Fredrick's wife, Anne;

Desirée's current lover, the Count; and the Count's wife, Charlotte. Both men — and their jealous wives — agree
to join Desirée and her family for a weekend in the country at Desirée's mother's estate. With everyone in one
place, infinite possibilities of new romances and second chances bring endless surprises. After the play we will
stop for dinner. Cost is expected to be $16 plus your meal.

For questions or reservations on any of our outings, contact Anne or Bill Bryan at 851-0748 or by e-mail to
abandbbl@cox.net.
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UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Wesley Circle meets 2™ Tuesday at 10:00 am, contact Laura Scott

Wednesday Morning Circle meets 2" 10:00 am contact Kay Foster

Thursday Evening Circle meets 2™ Thursday 7:00 pm contact Claudine Womble
MOPS meets 1% Monday 6:30 pm contact Jessica Burns or Susan Nadeau

Next Executive Board Meetingsis Tuesday May 22, 2018

It is finally spring and time to plan our June Circle
Dinner Out. We will return to Al Fresco Ristorante
on Jefferson Ave in Newport News on June 14" at
6:30pm. We will take the church bus and leave the
church at 5:50pm. Please make your reservation
with Joyce Fly at 757-851-2079 or email

UMW Thursday Evening Circle:

edfly2@cox.net and also let her know if you will
be riding the bus. We will collect $2.00 each for
gas. Hope to see everyone since this is Claudine’s
last meeting as Circle Leader. Jennifer Williams
graciously accepted Circle Leader beginning in
September.

UNITED METHODIST MEN
2018 Schedule — A.G. Womble
Theme: “What’s New in Hampton Roads

5/21/18 Ladies Night, Program TBD

9/17/18 District President, Fish Fry

10/15/18 History of Hampton VA, Speaker TBD
11/19/18 History of Hampton University, Speaker TBD
12/17/18 Christmas Party & Communion

U.M.M. ANNUAL YARD SALE

The U.M.M. Annual Yard sale is Saturday May 5,
2018 (8am-1pm). We will be accepting items for
the yard sale Wednesday May 2, Thursday May 3,
and Friday May 4™ from 5pm to 8pm in the Church

Fellowship Hall. Please check your attics or
garages for item you would like to donate to this
U.M.M. Fundraising Yard Sale. Thank you, A.G.
Womble, Jr., U.M.M President

U.M.M. Ladies Night

UMM Ladies Night is Monday, May 21,
2018 at 6:30 PM in the church social

hall. Tickets are $20/person and go on sale
May 1st. Tickets can be purchased from
any UMM officer (A.G. Womble, Jack
Morehouse, Hunter Francis, Tom Hite, Bill
Drummond or Dan Brookman). Our youth
will provide the meal and the evening
entertainment will be Jerry Sowers. Jerry
Sowers’ guitar style is based on the finger
picking styles of traditional folk

performers. Singing traditional and original
folk songs whose subjects range from
personal experiences to social concerns to
stories of normal and abnormal people, Jerry
tries to engage his audiences with sing-a-
longs and humor. His first CD, ""Simple and
Free" contains six original songs and five
traditional folk songs. Jerry has played
coffeehouses, churches, and other venues in
eastern Virginia, Ohio, Michigan, Kentucky,
and North Carolina
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Fort Monroe National Monument

Mern orial [ Day
Flag JR etirement
( _eremony

Monday, May 28, 2018

11: 30 am — 1:30 pm

C.olonies RV & Travel Park
S01 Fenwiclk Road

Fort Monroe, VA 23651

Join us on Memorial Day as we honor
the fallen men anc women 1in service of
[reccdom and the Ulnited States. We will
also retire worn, torn, and faded flags
with dignity and respect. A dropbox tor
uscd flags is available avt the Colonies RV
& Travel Park. Scating may be himitecd,
please bring a chair if possible.

For Information:
wiww . nps.gov/iomr
7S57-722-FORT (3678)

GRADUATING STUDENTS TO BE HONORED
On Sunday, Junel0 at the 11:00 am worship service we will honor our 2018 graduates. The
graduates will be recognized during the service and presented with gifts. A reception will be
held immediately following the worship service. We need your help to insure that we have a
complete list of all our graduates, including high school, college, and technical schools.
Please complete the form below and place in the offering plate or give info to Josh McNutt
no later than May 26th. ( jmmcnutt.VA@gmail.com )

2018 GRADUATE

NAME

SCHOOL

GRADUATING STATUS/DEGREE
FUTURE PLANS

WILL OR WILL NOT be participating on June 10.

SUBMITTED BY:
PHONE




Dear Friends,

Your prayers and support during this time of the loss of my husband Wayne have sustained me
in unbelievable ways. | have had times of tears as well as rejoicing in the hope that we have in
the resurrected Christ.

It is because of that hope, as well as the example Wayne gave me for evangelism, that | am
boldly embarking on an enterprise | could not anticipate at this point in my life, but that God
has firmly placed on my heart to undertake, and which | hope to share with you at First UMC
Fox Hill as a work in progress.

I have the opportunity to witness to, encourage, and pray with a fledgling church in India as a
member of a missions team from my son, Marty’s, church organization, The Point Church (9
locations in and around Raleigh, NC). This mission trip is in cooperation with Central India
Christian Missions (CICM), a church planting organization founded 30 years ago by Dr. Ajai
Lall, which has planted over 1400 churches in India, Nepal, Bhutan, and Bangladesh as well as
overseeing the administration of hospitals, nursing schools, school meal programs, and food
distribution, to those in need throughout India. (www.indiamission.org ). It is my
understanding that | will be working primarily with helping the women to organize Bible study
and outreach ministries as well as children’s ministries; but all on the team are open to go
wherever and however God leads us to serve.

Why me, and why now? | know that when | lost Wayne, not only have | grieved, but | have
also felt an undeniable urge, indeed a longing, to share the love of Christ with others. | know
Wayne is resting with Jesus; and it is this assurance that has allowed me to become more vocal
myself in sharing my faith. There is no news more important to hear in these troubled times
than that God has inaugurated His plan to redeem the world and establish His kingdom though
the cross and resurrection of Jesus Christ. In faith | believe that God will use my experience in
India so that He may be glorified and His kingdom increase even now, both there and here upon
my return.

Your encouragement and especially prayers are greatly appreciated at this time, not only for me,
but for the entire team, as we prepare for this journey which will be in late July until the first
week in August. | will meet in person (as opposed to teleconferencing) with the team on May
23 and will have more details to share after that time as for needs/supplies.

Little did | ever imagine that, approaching my 70" birthday, God would call me to undertake
such a challenge. But His call in undeniable, and | am led to serve Him, praying that | will be
His humble servant until that time when | am united with Christ, and with Wayne once again.

Thanking you for your time and consideration, | am
Your sister in Christ,
Judy Grigg


http://www.indiamission.org/

Financial Fundamentals This periodic report briefly addresses finances at FUMC Fox Hill. The latest
weekly and year-to-date information is printed weekly in The Sail available at every service or in the
church office.

We continue to pay our operating expenses on time and have covered all, but a small portion of our
Apportionments. At the end of March 2018, our mortgage balance stands at $367,862. Hence, | can
report that we are in better financial shape this year than last. Of course, last year was a real challenge
and many of our expenses are being covered by funds as fast as they come in. We are still not able to
cover our planned set asides for future maintenance expense. All of that makes the whole process very
stressful for your financial staff. The solution is, at least in part, in the hands of our givers and we
encourage you to continue to share the blessings God has provided.

As | am writing this, tax day is upon us, which reminds me to mention that should you be receiving a
tax refund this year, that refund may be a perfect way to work toward being where you want to be in
your giving status.

If you have been blessed with a good return or increased value in your stock investments, that is
another way to support your church. Remember, if you have stocks which have appreciated in value,
you can donate shares of that stock to the church and not have to pay capital gains on that increase
while still being able to deduct the full amount as a contribution. To receive this benefit, do NOT sell
your shares and donate the proceeds, you must donate the actual shares. Talk with your financial
advisor and if you have any questions, feel free to ask me, Bill Bryan, your Finance Chair.

Thank you for all you do to support your church. We

Total One Fund — Through March 2018 . . . )
appreciate your generosity in sharing the gifts you

1
!I_noigrlng:: LE:%nned Ex Pelgr?ﬁ:d iig?gig have received. It is through your gifts that we are able
Expenses (e>2<cludes Actual | $143.788 to perform the work God has laid out for us.
Eass t_lf_lrr]oughh)l 2 $2016 If you have any concerns/questions about FUMC FH
a8 hrough neome vi ’338 finances, please contact our financial staff through the
Pass Through Expense — %5, office or Bill Bryan, Finance Chair, at 851-0748 or by
_Pay-It-Forward” Contributions $944 | o_mail to billb-1111@cox.net.

YIncludes regular and memorial
contributions, building use income, interest,
etc.

®This item represents funds contributed, but
passed through to non-budget items, e.g.,
flowers, Advocate subscriptions, special 5
mission programs, etc. [Some pass through - = i -
income was received in 2017; paid 2018.] =l * . 44
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All submissions for the ANCHOR need to be submitted NO LATER THAN
the 15" of each month to be include in the next newsletter.
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l‘:\ Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.

““| The people of The United Methodist Church”

Sunday Worship: 8:30 & 11:00 AM
Sunday School: 9:45 AM
www.firstumcfoxhill.org www.facebook.com/firstumcfoxhill

email: churchoffice@firstumcfoxhill.org - (757) 851-6302

Pastor: Brian Sixbey

Assistant Pastor: Tommy Markham
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