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Hope Anchors the Soul. Hebrews 6:19

JUNE 2019
“The Kingdom of God is at Hand?”

In the Gospels, from Matthew to John, the key message that Jesus sent his disciples
out to proclaim was “The Kingdom of God is near you! Repent and believe the good
news!” As you can guess from the wording, Jesus was teaching that the kingdom was
near, but not fully present. Theologians call this the “already but not yet” nature of
God’s kingdom. The kingdom is near, but not completely fulfilled. This month, as
summer begins to roll in and people tend to relax their schedules to enjoy the
outdoors more, | want to share with you how | have seen the kingdom of God in our
congregation this past month.

The primary way | have seen the kingdom’s appearance is from the folks who have
joined our church by baptism, confirmation, or transfer — 20 people from April 28 to
May 26, 9 of them by way of baptism. That is the most we’ve had in a year since |
came in 2010, and by far the most I've ever had in a months’ time! You have gotten
used to reading and hearing that our worship attendance is in decline and that
gaining new people is becoming harder, not just for us, but for the vast majority of
churches in the United States. Well — here is the counterpoint right in our midst! God
is working indeed through us! The best part of all, is that outside of 2 individuals, all
these new members are people we’ve known for months and years, people who
have been in worship, in small groups, and who have been engaged in the life of our
church. What that means is we are likely to be blessed by these people for a long
time to come. The entire list of new members is in a section below — please take the
time to read the names, pray over them, and get to know some of them!

| have also seen the kingdom draw near in our small groups. | wrote extensively on
this last month, but to reiterate — we have more people in our small groups than in
worship, and more than | am aware of us ever having before! To put this in
perspective — if we had more in worship than in small groups, | would be concerned
that our worship attendance would be in danger of dropping. Because it is the other
way around, we are more likely to either grow or hold our own. More to the point for
the kingdom of God, though — these people are growing, serving, and becoming
disciples.

The kingdom of God is near in our young people: Not only did we have a wonderful
Youth Sunday on Mother’s Day, but our youth group has been growing again this
year. As we started in the fall, we knew the numbers would be down due to having so



many graduates, and it was small. Our group is still small, but it is growing, and they
are a blessing. We have every reason to hope better years are ahead. In addition, our
young adult group is consistently growing.

When | began serving as a pastor, my first appointment was to serve two small
churches in Patrick County, Ross-Harbour and Woolwine. | learned quickly that while
there were drawbacks, the greatest benefit was that something good was always
happening at one or the other church, so if | was feeling depressed about a problem
in one church, | knew there was a good thing happening in the other. The same is
true in a single church. Things may not be beautiful in a particular ministry or area of
ministry, but there is always some place in the life of the church where the hand of
God is moving in powerful ways. This is the “already” nature of the kingdom of God.
On the other side, there is always bad news somewhere. This is the “not yet “nature
of the kingdom of God. My challenge to you this month is to find where the kingdom
is showing up and share the good news with someone! May we help spread the
good, because the Kingdom of God is near! Repent and believe the good news!

Your fellow servant in Christ Jesus,
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e Small Group Follow-up: We had our meeting of small group leaders on May 5,
which was well attended. We will have a follow-up meeting in the late summer or
early fall (probably on a Sunday afternoon) to do the following:

0 Feed the leaders

o Learn about using RightNow media for study

o Have time for leaders to share joys, insights, and learn from each other

o Pray for each other

o Talk about succession issues — how to raise up leaders to replace ourselves
when the time comes

e Membership: Since April 28, we have received a total of 22 new members. Here
are the names — please pray for each and get to know some of them. They are all
wonderful people!

0 Baptized: Abigail Beverly Charles, Joel Douglas Brady, Alexander
Christianson Brady, Daulton Cooper, Natalie Rey Gardner, Marie and
Ramazani Clement, and Steven Ward Sr.

o Confirmed: John Payne, Charley Winston, and Paxton Ward

o Transfer: Clement Amnobe, Namtee Etando, and the Ward family: Angela,
Steven Jr., Madison, Channing, Paisley, and Presley



JOYS & GRATITUDES

We are happy to welcome Susan Compton to the Church Staff as the

Administrative Assistant. Feel free to stop by the Church Office and introduce
yourself to her.

Prayers and Sympathy to the Family of

Jo Ann Miller

PRAYER CONCERNS
Sarah Sudduth Shelby Wright Donna Leavell
Sara Meacham Gladys Lewis Shirley Holmes
Davis Family Sandra Shearer Yetta Anderson
Jack Clough Joyce Wilson Family of Sylvia
Darlene Hayden Woody Wilson Hollingsworth
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Anne and | want to thank the Fifty Plus group that went to Lancaster, PA and Washington,
DC with us in May for their most generous gift, lovely card, and kind words. We are
blessed to have such wonderful folks travel with us. Thanks again for all your support.
We do not have any planned outing for June, but are receptive to suggestions for
consideration.
Watch for announcement of our 2019 — 20 season planning meeting anticipated for
late July.

For questions or reservations on any of our outings, contact Anne or Bill Bryan at
851-0748 or by e-mail to abandbbl@cox.net.

MARTHA’S MINISTRY
Thank You to the Martha Ministry's Leader and Members for February and March. The
ministry provided a reception for the McNeil Family. Thanks to JoAnne Holley and ladies
Sue Gahorik, Pauline Snider, Glenda Helms, Jo Ann Markel, Shelby Sours, Joan Spunzo,
Susan Morehouse, and Claudine Womble. The ministry provided a reception for the
Hayden Family. Thank You to the April and May Leader Evelyn Boone and ladies Holly
Blackmon, Nancy Browning, Kathy Day, Amy Johnson, Mary Plum-Hogge, Jo Ann Smith,
Linda West, Joyce Wilson and Beverly Stanley. If at any time you would like to join this
Ministry, please call Marilyn Eubank.
June and July Leader: Mary Smith  Members: Barbara Arbogast, Kay Foster, Lisa Hite,
LaRose Richardson, Kay Royster, Jean Sprouse, Anne Ziglar, Nancy Forrest
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SatJunel

7am District Prayer Team (S)

10am Field Experience (DD)

4pm Quartermaster Ceremony (S,FH&K)

Sunday June 2

8:30am Worship (S)

9:45am SS/SG

11am Worship (S)

6pm Youth Fellowship (FH&K)

Mon June 3
12:30 Day Light Bible Study
5:30pm MOPS (FH)

TuesJune 4

10am Shawl Makers (ESR)

10:30am Staff Meeting (Tri-X)

6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop Meeting

7pm Boy Scouts 151 (FH), 7pm Cub Scouts
7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed June 5Submission deadline for Bulletin
9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Bible Study

2pm SAL @ Coliseum Park

6:30pm Karate for Christ

7pm Chancel Choir Practice

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thur June 6

11am Nominations Committee (TRI-X)
5pm Young People Praise Band(S)
6:30pm Young Adult Thurs. Night Life

Fri June 7
5pm Scout Troop 151G Lock-in (FH&K)
6:30pm Karate for Christ

Saturday June 8
7am District Prayer Team (S)
11am Girl Scout 1038 Pot Luck

SunJune 9

8:30am Worship (S)

9:45am SS/SG

11am Worship (S)

6pm Youth Fellowship (FH&K)
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Mon June 10

12:30pm Daylight Bible Study (Tri-X)
6:15pm C.A.T (PPR)

6:30pm Finance Com (ESR)

7:30pm Church Council (Tri-X)

TuesJune 11

10am UMW-Wesley Circle (PPR)

10am Shawl Makers (ESR)

10am Safe Sanctuaries Training (Tri-X)
6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop Meeting

7pm Boy Scouts

7pm Cub Scouts

7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed June 12

Submission deadline for Bulletin

9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Bible Study (Tri-X)
10 am UMW Wednesday Morning Circle
6:30pm Karate for Christ

7pm Chancel Choir

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thur June 13

5pm Young People Praise Band (S)
6:30pm Young Adult Life Group
7pm UMW Thursday Evening Circle

Fri June 14

1pm Piano Tuning (S)
6pm Girl Scouts 1038 -
6pm Venture Crew (Tri-X & ESR)
6:30 Karate for Christ

SatJune 15
7am District Prayer Team (S)
SunJune 16 JC’ : “'&’S

8:30am Worship (S)
9:45am SS/SG
11am Worship (S)
6pm Youth Fellowship (FH&K)
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Mon June 17
12:30pm Daylight Bible Study (Tri -X)
6:30pm UMM Dinner (FH&K)

TuesJune 18

8am Facility Team Breakfast & Workday
10am Shawl Makers (ESR)

10:30am Staff Meeting (Tri-X)

6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop Meeting

6:30pm Boy Scout Committee Meeting

7pm Boy Scoults, 7pm Cub Scouts

7pm PPSRC (Tri-X)

7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed June 19Submission deadline for Bulletin
9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Bible Study

3pm Book Club (ESR)

6:30pm Karate for Christ

7pm Chancel Choir

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thur June 20
5pm Young People Praise Band

6:30pm Young Adult Life Group
7pm Book Club (ESR)

First Day

&
Fri June 21 bum:n(,r' “~ w
6:30pm Karate for Christ
v‘ »
SatJune 22 *“;’\1

7am District Prayer Team
7am Setup for Fellowship Sunday
8:30am MOPS Training (FH stage side)

SunJune 23Fellowship Sunday
8:30am Worship (S)

9:45am SS/SG

11am Worship (S)

6pm Youth Fellowship

Mon June 24

12:30pm Daylight Bible Study (Tri-X)
6:30pm Veterans Ministry (FH Both sides)
7pm UMW Executive Board (ESR)

Tues June 25

10am Shawl Makers (ESR)

6:30pm Girl Scouts Troop Meeting

7pm Boy Scouts

7pm Cub Scouts

7pm Reunion Group (Pastor Tommy’s Office)
7pm Wesley Bells Rehearsal (Sanctuary)

Wed June 26Submission deadline for Bulletin
9am Clergy Group

9:30am Soul Sisters Bible Study

2pm SAL @ Devonshire

7pm Chancel Choir

7pm Wednesday Night Bible Study (ESR)

Thur June 27
5pm Young People Praise Band
6:30pm Young Adult Life Group

Fri June 28
6pm Venture Crew (TRI-X & ESR)

SatJune 29
7am District Prayer Team
9am Family Day Out (CAT)Bluebird Gap Farm

SunJune 30

5" Sunday Schedule
9:15am SS/SG

10:30am Worship (S)
Lunch after Worship (FH)

6pm Youth Fellowship 1T th sunday

luncheon

The History Of Flag Day
The Fourth of July was traditionally celebrated as America's birthday, but the idea of an annual
day specifically celebrating the Flag is believed to have first originated in 1885. BJ Cigrand, a
schoolteacher, arranged for the pupils in the Fredonia, Wisconsin Public School, District 6, to
observe June 14 (the 108th anniversary of the official adoption of The Stars and Stripes) as 'Flag
Birthday'. In numerous magazines and newspaper articles and public addresses over the following
years, Cigrand continued to enthusiastically advocate the observance of June 14 as 'Flag Birthday',

or 'Flag Day'.




BIRTHDAYS

Bonnie Herncall 01 Heather Dunn 12 John Blackmon 23
Megan Pudliner 01 Shelby Wright 12 Morgan Barbour 23
Carl Andrews 01 Elizabeth Casey 12 Mark Doughty 23
Nancy Verry 01 Kelsi Appel 13 Ron Charlton 24
Nicole Burns 01 Austin Brandt 13 Jonathan Musser 24
Sarah Green 01 Zachary Godwin 13 Christine 24
Keith Melanson 01 Lanie Avery 14 Brooker

Jr. Debbie 14 Lynne Bunting 24
Walt Taylor 02 Apperson Greg Fisher 25
Matthew Delk 02 Mason Green 14 Amy Johnson 26
Luna Lauffer 02 Jeffrey Verry Jr. 15 Jeremy Palmer 26
Joyce Fly 03 Becky Johnson 15 Nancy Johnston 26
Barbara 03 Dylan Horsley 16 Clement 26
Arbogast Brandi Ammons 17 Amnobe

Laura Scott 03 Lotus Johnson 17 Carol Johnson 27
James Johnston 05 Fred 18 Jeanne Godwin 27
Norma Soriano 06 Worthington David Messick 27
Charles Winston 06 Ken Bernstrom 18 Jr.

Jr. Delsie Sasser 19 Sue Hughes 28
Tom Gore 07 Katie Kessler 21 Jesse Hughes 29
Jessica Ackley 07 Clifford Shaffer 21 Roland 29
Ella Ferguson 08 Sr. Stanworth Il

David Fly 08 Brittany Dow 21 Donna Greer 29
Patrick Overby 08 Cookie Walden 21 Nathan Graybeal 29
David Powell 09 Larry Sheppard 21 Christopher 29
Marji Cochran 10 Susan Stephens 22 Brooks

Peter Capriotti 10 Patricia Shaffer 22 Gabriel Scott 29
Sandra Palko 10 Linda Williams 22 Mike Avery 29
Claudia Seely 10 Jacob Caricofe 22

Richard Shearer 11 Les Sapp Jr. 22




ANNIVERSARIES |

Jason & Lora Cochran | 06/03 Steve & Jenny Howell | 06/14 John & Jean Pickin 06/25
Ray & Tanya 06/04 Stephen & Emily 06/16

Ammons Struck Robert & Judy Smith | 06/26
Brian & Marilyn 06/05 Rusty & Sherrie 06/16 Jr.

Eubank Sr. Kellam I11 Carolyn & Ronald 06/26
Matthew & Laura 06/06 Jack & Jackie Soule 06/17 Bunch

Delk Bill & Anne Bryan 06/17 Sally & Robert Brown | 06/26
Les & Deb Ware 06/07 Janet & Rick Holden | 06/19 Marshall & Mary 06/28
John & Karen 06/10 Bruce & Donna 06/19 Johnson

DeShetler 11 Fleenor Brian & Katie 06/28
Nick & Kim QUinn 06/13 Doug & Karen Carr 06/21 Thurston

Samuel & Lori 06/14 George & Carroll 06/25 Cliff & Connie Rowe 06/30
Gillespie Honeycutt Bob & Maude Casey | 06/30
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GRADUATING STUDENTS TO BE HONORED
On SundayJune 9 at the 11:00 anmworship service we will honor our 2019 graduates. The
graduates will be recognized during the service and presented with gifts. A reception will be held
immediately following the worship service. We need your help to insure that we have a
complete list of all our graduates, including hidp school, college, and technical schools.
Please complete the form below and place in the offering plate or give info to Josh McNutt
no later than June 2nd. (jmmcnutt.VA@gmail.com )

2019 GRADUATE
NAME
SCHOOL
GRADUATING STATUS/DEGREE
FUTURE PLANS

WILL OR WILL NOT be participating on June 9".

SUBMITTED BY:
PHONE
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FELLOWSHIP OF CIRCUMSTANCE
Fellowship of Circumstance support groups
meet each month for lunch and
fellowship. The women meet the
3" Wednesday of each month and the men
gather on the 4thWednesday. Contact

Pastor Tommy if you would like to join either

UNITED METHODIST WOMEN
Wesley Circle meets 2™ Tuesday at 10:00
am, contact Laura Scott
Wednesday Morning Circle meets 2"
Wednesday 10:00 am contact Kay Foster
Thursday Evening Circle meets 2" Thursday
7:00 pm contact Jennifer Williams
MOPS meets 1°* Monday Dinner at 5:30 and
meeting starts at 6pm, Contact Jessica
Burns or Susan Nadeau.

U.M.M. - 2018 SCHEDULE -
A.G. Womble
9/16/2019 Fish Fry
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Let's celebrate summer together! Join
us on Sunday, June 30th, for a 5th
Sunday lunch. Sunday School will begin
at 9:15 and the church service will
begin at 10:30 a.m. The meal and
fellowship fun will begin immediately
following the church service. Family
Ministries will provide the main dish
and beverages. If you can, please bring
a side dish or dessert to share. Please
join us whether you bring a dish to
share or not. All are welcome. Mark
your calendars now! We look forward
to visiting with each other and having a
delicious meal together. Contact Pat
Leary for any questions or if you are
interested in helping out Family
Ministries: pwleary@gmail.com or
(757)876-3688

FROM THE
CHURCH

Pray not \

because you need
something, but
because you
have a lot to thank

god for : )

MOUSE
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VIRGINIA ANNUAL CONFERENCE

On June 20 over 3,000 people will come to the Berglund Center in Roanoke to
worship, conduct business, sing, share meals, and fellowship at our Virginia Annual
Conference. We will reflect together on the great commission Christ gives each of

us in Matthew 28:18-20.
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given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in t
name of the Father and o the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching thdrayto (¢

everything that | have commanded you. And remember, | am with you always, |
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We are excited to live out the vision of Bishop Sharma D. Lewis and support the
Annual Conference theme, Moving Forward in God's Missidsy inviting clergy,
laity and guests to participate in the 2019 Annual Conference 5K Walk, Run, Bike,
and Yoga Mission Opportunity on Saturday, June 22 at 6:15 a.m. The Moving
Forward in God’s Mission 5K will be an opportunity for fitness, fellowship and
fundraising in the Roanoke City community. The Moving Forward in God’s Mission
5K will raise funds for KIDS SOAR (formerly Community Outreach Program of
Roanoke).

Annual Conference always offers great preaching and this year is no different. Our
conference preacher will be the dynamic leader of the East Ohio Conference,
Bishop Tracy Smith Malone; the Rev. Alex Duncan will preach for the Retirement
Service; and the Rev. Seungsoo Jun will preach for the Service of Remembrance.
Rev. Dr. Kevin M. Watson will lead the Bible Study on Friday and Saturday
mornings. CONFERENCE OFFERING this year will make tangible our commitment
to mission by supporting Africa University, Cambodia, Mozambique, Brazil and Just
Neighbors

On Saturday morning the 150 Year Anniversary of United Methodist Women and
Precedent Organizations will be celebrated.

An important item for this event is the election of General Conference and
Southeast Jurisdictional Conference delegates for the 2020 General Conference.

Lisa Hite, Church Delegate

ne



https://www.communityoutreachroanoke.org/
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Register a Child by o i
https:// www. myvbs. org/ FUMC

4 VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED Ol
AN You may sign up to voluntlee
I board in the Narthex o t
https:// www. myvbs. org/ FUMC
| f you have any questior]s
Sandra Chong
75-74-06028
sjhchong@hot mail . cofn

CAN CONFERENCE

Want to Can Conference? You Can with the Bishop's and Cabinet's permission. So plan
on it. Can Conference this June. Can Conference with 4 Cans or 4 box loads of cans or 4
car loads of cans and be a blessing to the Roanoke community and the Roanoke Rescue
Mission. All donations of nonperishable food are welcome (but no home canned food,
glass jars or out dated items). Look too for cans with pop tops (not everyone who
receives this food will have a can opener available). Monetary donations welcome also.
Make checks payable to Roanoke Rescue Mission (NOT the Conference) and mark them
"Food Pantry.” Checks will be appreciated. Items may be left in Edith Spencer Room
marked CANS FOR CONFERENCE, Joyce Winston by June 7th.




Financial Fundamentals This periodic report briefly addresses finances at FUMC Fox Hill. The latest
weekly and year -to -date information is printed in  the bulletin available at every service or in the church
office.

April was another good financial month for First Fox Hill. For the past four months we have been able to

pay all of our expenses, fully fund our apportionments, and complete our monthly set -asides for
anticipated future m aintenance. We received $270 in designated gifts in addition to $520 in memorials,

all of which we dedicate to extra payments on our mortgage principle. Adding that to our normal monthly
payment left us with an outstanding mortgage balance of $261,818.

Other projects funded in April included adding new mulch to the playground before the annual Easter
egg hunt and completing more repairs to our HVAC system. Thank you to all who have been generous in
their giving and to all who have been carefully watchin g their expenditures.

Summer is nearly upon us and this may be a good time to consider settingupon -l i ne gi ving so
have to worry about missing the opportunity when traveling. Simply go to our web page:
www.firstumcfoxhill.org |, select Donate to FUMCFH, then Click to Donate. There you can make one -time,
weekly, or monthly donations directly from your bank account or credit/debit card. Thank you for your
support of Goddés work through your church.

diMaZonNn ! know you dondt normally expect to see an Al
that if you are an Amazon.com shopper, you can benefit your church by going to
www.smile.amazon.cominstead of just amazon.com. Once there, select First UMC Fox

Hill as the charity of your choice and we will receive d at no cost to you & a small percentage of your

purchase. We just received a first quarter deposit of $8.27 so a little bit here and a | ittle bit there can
add up.

Total One Fund 8 Through April 2019 Be generous with God 6 s gi fts by applyi:r
Income For Planned Expenses * $194,432 | talent, and treasure to His work . Your gifts help

Total One Fund Expenses Planned $214,451 | othersinmanywaysand are used to sprea
(excludes pass through ?) Actual $203,256

Pass Through Income 22 $4,401 | |f you have any concerns or questions about FUMC FH
'?ass Through Expense . . $4.847 | finances, please contact our financial staff through the
oPdtyForwardo Contr | $1.110} (ffice or Bill Bryan, Finance Chair, at 851 -0748 or by e -

Yncludes regular and memorial contributions, building
use income, interest, etc.

This item represents funds contributed, but passed
through to non -budget items, e.g., flowers, Advocate
subscriptions, special mission programs, etc. [Some
pass through income was received in 2017; paid 2018.]

mail to billb -1111@-cox.net

Fimancials

All submissions for the ANCHOR need to be submitted NO LATER THAN
the 18" of each month to be include in the next newsletter.
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